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Steven L. Black, MBA 

Steven Black has been the Director of Hospital Services at Olathe Health since 2018. With more than 30 years 

of experience in cancer administration, Mr. Black has provided leadership at academic medical centers, 

community hospitals, and consulting organizations. He is a champion for developing patient-centered care 

models for the cancer patient and caregivers. He is a member of the Institutional Review Board with oversight 

for clinical research for Phase I to Phase IV trials. Mr. Black has experience organizing hospital-based services 

to centralize clinical and administrative oversight for Pain, Vein, and Wound Care Clinics. 

 

Ronald Chen, MD, MPH 

Dr. Chen is the Brandmeyer Professor and Chair of the Department of Radiation Oncology and Associate 

Director of Health Equity at The University of Kansas Cancer Center. Dr. Chen is an internationally renowned 

expert in prostate and bladder cancers. He has written many national guidelines for the American Society of 

Clinical Oncology and the American Urological Association. His research focuses on finding the best treatment 

for prostate cancer, quality of life and cancer survivorship issues, and health disparities. Dr. Chen has 

published more than 200 articles in the scientific literature and serves as the editor-in-chief of the Journal of 

the National Cancer Institute (NCI) – Cancer Spectrum. Dr. Chen earned a Bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Kansas, a medical degree from Harvard Medical School, and a Master of Public Health degree 

from Harvard School of Public Health. He completed his residency and served as chief resident at the Harvard 

Radiation Oncology Program. 

 

Gary C. Doolittle, MD 

Dr. Doolittle is the Capitol Federal Masonic Professor of Medicine in the Division of Oncology at 

the University of Kansas Medical Center, where he is also Medical Director of the Masonic Cancer 

Alliance, Vice-Chair of Education in the Department of Internal Medicine and Assistant Dean for 

the Office of Medical Education. Dr. Doolittle has been a faculty member in the Division of Clinical 

Oncology at KU for 30 years; he has a subspecialty interest in the treatment of malignant 

melanoma. He has written many journal articles, books, and book chapters on a range of oncology 

topics, with a major emphasis on telemedicine in cancer care delivery. Dr. Doolittle earned his 

medical degree from the University of Kansas Medical Center, where he also completed a 

residency in internal medicine and a fellowship in hematology/oncology. 

 

 

 



Shalina Gupta-Burt, MD 

After earning her medical degree from the University of Missouri Kansas City, Dr. Gupta-Burt completed her 

internal medicine residency including her chief residency at the Baylor College of Medicine. She went on to 

complete a Biotechnology Fellowship at the NCI, focusing her research on molecular aspects of DNA damage 

from chemotherapy. She then completed a combined Medical and Radiation Oncology Fellowship at the NCI. 

She is board certified in Radiation Oncology through the American Board of Radiology as well as Medical 

Oncology, Hospice and Palliative Care, and Internal Medicine through the American Board of Internal 

Medicine. Post completion of her training, Dr. Gupta-Burt held dual faculty positions in both Radiation 

Oncology and Medical Oncology at the RUSH University Medical Center. During her tenure at RUSH, she was 

an Associate Professor and Program Director of the Radiation Oncology Residency Program. She has received 

multiple grants to support research activities focused on locally advanced breast cancer and access to care and 

clinical trials for underserved populations. Dr. Gupta-Burt is an Associate Professor at the University of Kansas 

School of Medicine in the Department of Radiation Oncology and serves as the Medical Director for the 

Radiation Oncology Department at The University of Kansas Cancer Center St. Francis Campus. 

 

Roy A. Jensen, MD 

Dr. Jensen was appointed Director of The University of Kansas Cancer Center in 2004; he also serves as Vice 

Chancellor of KU Cancer Center. As a result of a broad-based university, community, and regional effort, KU 

Cancer Center was designated as a cancer center by the NCI in July 2012. Dr. Jensen is currently Professor of 

Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Professor of Anatomy and Cell Biology, Professor of Cancer Biology, and 

the William R. Jewell, MD Distinguished Kansas Masonic Professor at the University of Kansas Medical Center. 

Prior to his appointment at KU, Dr. Jensen was a member of the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center and a 

faculty member in Pathology, Cell Biology, and Cancer Biology for 13 years. Dr. Jensen graduated from 

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine and remained there to complete a residency in Anatomic Pathology 

and a Surgical Pathology fellowship. Following his clinical training, he accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at 

the NCI. After joining the faculty at Vanderbilt, Dr. Jensen's research interests focused on understanding the 

function of BRCA1 and BRCA2 and their role in breast neoplasia; and in the characterization of premalignant 

breast disease at both the morphologic and molecular levels. He currently has over 150 scientific publications 

and has lectured widely on the clinical and molecular aspects of breast cancer pathology. In 2013, Dr. Jensen 

was elected to the Board of Directors for the Association of American Cancer Institutes (AACI) and served as 

the President of AACI from 2018-2020. Dr. Jensen was Chair of NCI’s Subcommittee A from 2018-2020 and 

also served on the Director’s Working Group for the Board of Scientific Advisors to the NCI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Peggy Johnson 

Ms. Johnson is a 29-year cancer and access to care advocate and a six-year triple negative breast cancer 

survivor. Public policy has always been a large area of focus for her, working to make sure everyone has access 

to the best quality healthcare and treatment. As a patient advocate, working to assure the patient’s voice in 

treatment decisions and research has become Ms. Johnson’s passion. In her work at the Wichita Medical 

Research and Education Foundation, Ms. Johnson assures all possible patient protections in clinical trials. She 

is a member of KU Cancer Center’s Patient and Investigator Voices Organizing Together (PIVOT) patient 

research advocacy group and serves on the PIVOT leader team. She also serves as Chair of the Masonic Cancer 

Alliance Community Advisory Board (CAB) and a member of KU Cancer Center’s CAB.   

 

Hope Krebill, MSW, BSN, RN 

Hope Krebill is the Executive Director of the Masonic Cancer Alliance and the Assistant Director of Outreach 

for The University of Kansas Cancer Center. Ms. Krebill chaired the Missouri Cancer Consortium from  

2018-2020, co-chairs the health equity workgroup for the Kansas Cancer Partnership (KCP) and serves on 

KCP’s steering committee. She also serves on the National Lung Cancer Roundtable State Initiative Workgroup. 

Ms. Krebill served for two years as chair of the Immunize Kansas Coalition, a statewide collaboration to 

improve human papillomavirus vaccination. She has extensive experience in collaborating with community 

partners to develop and deliver evidence-based public health interventions that address regional cancer 

health disparities with over 25 years of combined experience in cancer control, research, program 

management, and evaluation of programs in populations that are underserved. 

 

Melanie Leepers, MBA, RN 

Melanie Leepers joined the team at Salina Regional Health Center’s Tammy Walker Cancer Center (TWCC) in 

2012. Ms. Leepers is the Cancer Program Manager and is directly responsible for the daily operations of the 

Cancer Support Services (CSS) department. The CSS houses the Social Worker, Cancer Registry, Outreach 

Coordinator, Registered Dietitian, and Clinical Data Coordinator. She works closely with each member of the 

department as well as the entire TWCC staff. As the Clinical Trials Nurse, she serves as an essential link 

between the patients treated at TWCC and all other healthcare providers. Ms. Leepers is also the single point 

of contact related to clinical trials offered within TWCC. She screens patients for clinical trials as well as for 

genetic testing. 

 

Sheshadri Madhusudhana, MD                   

Dr. Madhusudhana earned his medical degree from JSS Medical College in India. He completed an Internal 

Medicine Residency and Hematology/Oncology fellowship at the University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC). 

He is Section Chief of Oncology at University Health, formerly Truman Medical Centers, and is the Medical 

Director of Research at Bloch Cancer Center at University Health. Dr. Madhusudhana has been practicing 

Hematology and Oncology at University Health Kansas City since 2011 with a special interest in GI Oncology. 

He is an Associate Professor at the UMKC School of Medicine and Associate Program Director of the 

Hematology/Oncology Fellowship Program at UMKC. 



Robert Rodriguez, MD                 

Dr. Rodriguez earned his medical degree from the University of Kansas School of Medicine. He then completed 

his Hematology and Oncology fellowship at the University of Kansas Medical Center. He later accepted a 

position at Hays Medical Center where he has treated a diverse group of hematology and oncology patients. 

Dr. Rodriguez is committed to providing excellent patient care and supporting both the patient and their 

family through their new journeys.  

 

Dan Sherman                                      

Dan Sherman has been in the field of financial navigation services for oncology patients since 2008 at the 

Lacks Cancer Center in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He is also Founder and President of The NaVectis Group, a 

consulting company that assists oncology providers with implementation of financial navigation programs. His 

financial navigation program has been highlighted as a best practice by the Oncology Roundtable and the 

Association of Community Cancer Centers. His financial navigation program has been implemented in over 60 

hospitals across the United States. He has published in Journal of Access Management, Oncology Issues, 

American Journal of Managed Care, Journal of Oncology Practice, and Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing.  

He also serves on the Board of Directors of the Pink Fund. Mr. Sherman has undergraduate degrees in 

Accounting and Psychology and a Master’s degree in Counseling. 

 

Elizabeth Wulff-Burchfield, MD     

Dr. Wulff-Burchfield is an Assistant Professor of Medical Oncology and Palliative Medicine at the University of 

Kansas Medical Center. Dr. Wulff-Burchfield attended Duke University School of Medicine and then completed 

an internship and residency in Internal Medicine and fellowships in Medical Oncology and Hospice and 

Palliative Medicine at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. Following completion of her training, she joined 

the faculty at the University of Kansas, where her areas of specialization include genitourinary medical 

oncology and outpatient palliative medicine for patients across the spectrum of hematology and oncology. Her 

areas of research interest are supportive care, quality of life, and patient-reported outcomes for patients with 

genitourinary malignancies. She recently completed a trial investigating chemotherapy-induced taste changes 

in patients with bladder cancer who are undergoing chemotherapy and a peer mentoring intervention 

regarding management of treatment side effects for patients with kidney cancer. In addition to her research 

and clinical roles, she serves as a reviewer for several journals. 


